ACAD 


iV 


FORNIA 


1Y OF 


¢ Ci 


ad 


PLANETARI 
NATURAL 
HISTORY 


MUSEUM 


rth 


NEWSLETTER OF THE CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


Offshore: Paintings of the Farallones 
September 6, 1997 through November 23, 1998 


The works of four contemporary artists are displayed in this 
exhibit portraying the beauty of the rocky and sea battered | 
Farallon Islands. Located approximately twenty-five miles west 
of the Golden Gate, the Farallones are a chain of small granitic 
islands designated as a National Wildlife Refuge. The United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service is committed to reducing human activity 
on and around the Islands, which makes this exhibit a rare chance 
for the public to view four artists’ interpretations of their vistas. 

= es : Perched on a brink 
of steep undersea 
escarpment, these 
islands provide a. 
vital marine refuge 
where the deep 
pelagic ocean meets 
shallower waters of 
the Continental Shelf. 

“The artists - 
contributing to the 
exhibition include 
Jerrold Ballaine, 
Tony King, Jack 
Stuppin, and 
William Wheeler, all of whom are noted for their en plain air 
(“in the open air”) technique of painting. Also included is a 
small work by nineteenth century painter Albert Bierstadt. 

This exhibit is dedicated to the biologists who study the — 

ecology of these islands. A catalog of the exhibit that contains 
essays on the paintings will be available at the Academy Store. 
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Window Rock, acrylic on canvas. 


Return to the Amazon 


The 
Margaret Mee — 


October 18 through January 4, 1998 
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Neoregelia eleutheropatala (1971), Margaret Mee 


argaret Mee has been called the premier female explorer 

of the Brazilian rain forest and an outstanding botanical 

artist, acclaimed worldwide by botanists and art critics 
alike. Hers was one of the first courageous voices to be raised 
against the destructive exploitation of Amazonia, and she 
remained an important international spokeswoman for 
conservation until her death in 1988. 

Margaret Mee’s life, work and legacy, portrayed through her 
magnificant watercolors, are the focus of this exhibition. These 
works rank among the finest botanical paintings of any age and 
have the special power to convey the beauty of Amazonia. This 
exhibit includes over 80 paintings that reveal the beauty and 
diversity of plants, animals, peoples and cultures of the Amazon. 
Return to the Amazon will be at the Academy from October 18, 
1997 through January 4, 1998, and is sure to be admired by art 
lovers and conservationists alike. 


MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


s we embark on an exciting fall 
season at the California Academy 
of Sciences, let me share with 
you some moments from our summer. 
Our Dinosaur Adventure exhibit was 
a big hit with families, as was our 
special presentation called Mars! in 
honor of NASA’s historic exploration 
of the mysterious red planet. Thanks to 
the unique efforts of our Planetarium staff, this temporary 
exhibit was created to celebrate the awesome discoveries 
of Pathfinder, much to the delight of thousands of visitors. 
I am extremely proud of a new collaborative project 
between the Academy’s Docent Program and the San 
Francisco Unified School District that entered its initial 
phase this summer. Director of Education Sam Taylor is 


ig 


summer’s goal was to create a framework where Academy 
tours for K-6 students could be linked with, and supportive 
of, school curriculums. Eventually, we hope to use this 
model to restructure services to all schools so that we can 
ensure that all of the programs we offer — school tours, 
“Science Express” outreach van, lending boxes — can be 
linked with teachers’ curriculum themes. 

Summer was also a time for special events. In June, 
San Francisco Mayor Willie L. Brown, Jr. brought 400 U.S. 
mayors to the Academy for an early morning breakfast after 
a walking tour of Golden Gate Park. A warm July evening 
brought 1500 partygoers to the most successful annual 
summer gala to date, “Insects Bugs and Rock ‘n’ Roll.” 
Some revelers came wearing butterfly wings, antennae 
and even full ant-colony regalia! 

The fall season will start out with our new Spiders! 


exhibit in African Annex, with other exhibits and special 
events to follow. We look forward to an eventful and 
exciting year, and hope you will take the time to visit 
us Often. 


linking teachers from the SFUSD with the Academy’s 
docents in an effort to identify the needs of students and 
teachers, and to examine the resources of the Academy 
while maximizing the overlap between the two. This 


THE WILDLIFE TALKS 1997 — 1998 


Conservation Challenges in the 
New Congo with Terese Hart 


Nov. 6, 1997 \@ Civil unrest, corrupt political systems and floods of 
refugees have taken their toll on the inhabitants of the former nation of 
Zaire. In the face of this tumultuous social climate, Wildlife 
Conservation Society researchers Dr. Terese Hart and her colleagues 
keep a glimmer of conservation alive deep within the Ituri Forest. 

Since the 1970's Dr. Hart has made strides in protecting the 
country’s rich display of biodiversity. She and her husband Dr. John 
Hart were instrumental in establishing: the 5,000 square-mile Okapi 
ce Reserve, home to , the elusive giraffe relative, the Okapi (seen — 

: G: she co-directs the Center for 

< creer : Aton? Based ih he Hew Conse, 
On ee November 6, Dr. Hart will unfold layers of flora and 
fauna as she describes the Ituri Forest, then and now. She will also 
share her strategy for keeping this unique ecosystem intact. The talk _ 
begins at 7:30 p.m. in the auditorium. A reception will precede the 
lecture at 6:30 p.m. For tickets, please use the order form on the back 
of the newsletter. For more information, please call (415) 750-7128. 


conservation Sociely 


Okapi [striped animal] 


San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown and California Academy of 

Sciences Executive Director Dr. Evelyn Handler take time to chat at 
the U.S. Conference of Mayors tour through Golden Gate Park. The 
tour ended with breakfast served in the courtyard of the Academy. 


~ weaving demonstrations by 
Academy of Sciences inte 


Great Shakes! in Northern California’s 
Largest Celestial Skydome 


Earthquakes, Moonquakes, Marsquakes, starquakes...there’s a 
whole lotta shakin’ goin’ on in the Universe as the Morrison 
Planetarium’s new presentation, Great Shakes! explores what 
makes worlds tremble, beginning Friday, September 12, with 
weekday shows at 2 p.m. and at 2 & 4 on Saturday & Sunday. 
Until then, the star-spanning A Tour of the Universe, featuring 
images from the Hubble Space Telescope and the Sojourner 
Mars rover, continues daily at 2 p.m. through Sunday, 
September 7, with an additional 4 p.m. showing on weekends. 
Starting September 13, A Tour of the Universe is shown on 
weekends only at 1 & 3 p.m. Tales of a Comet ends September 
7. Neighbors in Space and Startalk continue at 11 a.m. & 
12 noon, respectively, on weekends. 

September 1 (Labor Day), Sky Shows will be offered on 
a holiday schedule: Neighbors in Space at 11 a.m., Startalk 
at noon, A Tour of the Universe at 2 & 4 p.m., and Tales of 
a Comet at 1 & 3 p.m. 


Teachers: The Planetarium’s school show programs resume in October for the 
1997-98 academic year, with shows specifically tailored for pre-school through 
junior high. Call (415) 750-7127 to request an informative brochure or to make a 
reservation for your school group, and don’t forget to plan your class field trips 
early for the best choice of available dates. For prerecorded skywatching inform- 
ation, call the Morrison Planetarium’s Skyline at (415) 750-7141 (option #4). 


Laserium 


Laserium — the spectacular, live laser show now in its 20th 
year at Morrison Planetarium — continues Thursday through 
Sunday evenings, featuring state-of-the-art laser graphics 
choreographed to music. For complete show schedule and 
information, call (415) 750-7138 or log on to the Laserium 
site on the World Wide Web at WWW.LASERIUM.COM. 
Members are reminded that since Laserium is an independent 
production, your complimentary tickets cannot be used for 
admission to laser shows. However, discounts are available 
for Academy members. 


September 1-7, 1997 schedule 


Exceptions: September 1, Labor Day Schedule | Sky Shows at 11, 12, 1, 2, 3, 4 p.m. 
September 3, Free Day schedule | Sky Shows at 11, 12:30, 2, 3:30, 6 p.m. 
Changeover Planetarium closed: September 8-11. We re-open on September 12 
with Great Shakes! 


September 12-30, 1997 schedule 


Tickets can be purchased one half hour before the show (box office opens at 10:30 
a.m. on weekends) at the box office once inside the Academy of Sciences ($2.50 
adults/$1.25 youth & seniors, though some shows vary). Members must redeem 
their passes for tickets at the box office prior to the show. If you have a child under 
6 years old with you please ask the cashier for a “Child’s Pass.” For more 
information, please call (415) 750-7141. 
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American 
Folk Life 


with Professor Archie Green 


Whether it be 
sabotage, accident, 
trick, duel, or dream, 
no subject is immune 
from the soapboxer’s 
banter. Professor 
Green will present 
many delightful 
folklore tales on 
labor lore, workers’ 


MAX EASTMAN traditions, and 
EDITOR OF ./Ae MASSES ¢ CHAIRMAN, ; 
Admission, 10 Cente. Reserved Seats, 25 and 60 Cente occupational folk 


_ Second Tier Boxes. lcci Eight Persons, $3.00. , 


Soitepescmeminettcress¢ life during his talk. 
Professor Green 
is a folklorist who 
presents these stories with a source citation and pertinent 
background data. His accounts range from ethnographic 
descriptions of occupations to overt expressions of 
ideology. They deal with an array of leaders, including 
Mother Jones, Walter Reuther and more, as well as 
with rank-and-file workers. 

Green will also cover the role of nature in the 
consciousness of blue-collar workers, especially folk 
tales centered on animals. Professor Green’s book, Calf’s 
Head & Union Tale, is available at the Academy store. 


September 10 — 2 & 7:30 p.m. 


“Mother jones at Carnegie Hall.” 
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HONORING 
we ANCESTORS 


CLAUDE LOCKHART CLARK 
by June Anderson 


Claude Lockhart Clark 
is an African-American 
woodcarver whose work 
is an expression 
of his African 
cultural heritage 
as well as a personal 
statement. Clark’s 
repertoire illustrates 
the concept of 
“tradition” as 
both continuity 
and change. His 
carved stools in 
particular are 
closely linked to 
family history, 
created as 
memorials to 
ancestors and 
passed on from 
generation to generation in his family since the mid-1800s. 
And yet, the stools can be traced to African antecedents 
still being made in tribal villages today. 

Past and present contribute equally to Clark’s sense of 
ethnic identity, which finds a creative outlet in his artwork. 
In Honoring the Ancestors, Academy staff Anthropologist 
June Anderson examines the artist’s work in the context of 
an African aesthetic legacy and the urban African-American 
community in which he lives. To order and for more 
information, please call (800) 441-4115. 


Distributed by the University of Washington Press. 


ACADEMY STORE 
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In honor of the SPIDERS! exhibit (through November 
16), the Academy store has some new books filled 
with facts about insects and spiders of all kinds. 


Simon & Schuster Children’s Guide to Insects and Spiders: This 
indispensible guide is full of fascinating tidbits about every major 
group of insects and arachnids — from butterflies to beetles — with 
full-color pictures and larger-than-life-size photos. ($19.95) 


Pocket Pests: The lifelike rubber insect packaged inside each of these 
four books is nerfect for play and ideal for hair-raising surprises. 
Each book is full of bug facts collected with the help of a renowned 
entomologist at Oxford University. ($5.99 each) 


A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE WITH ACADEMY TRAVEL 


aE CEE LIC WAY 


A one-day workshop on the rituals and customs observed in the Celtic calendar, 
from Samhain (New Year) to Lughnasa (Harvest Festival). 


Eddie Stack takes us on a journey through the Celtic year, describing 
the important feastdays and other celebrations, their origins, and cultural 
significance. Highly in tune with nature, the Celts lived close to Mother 
Earth and led a life dictated by seasons, climate and environment. Celtic 
traditions are rooted in the mists of prehistory and encompass ancient 
myths, legends, folklore and social customs. 

Eddie Stack is co-founder of the Irish Arts Foundation and teaches 
Irish Studies at New College, San Francisco. Born in West Clare, Ireland, 
Eddie grew up with the old folk traditions of the region. To register for 
this workshop, please use the order form on the back of the newsletter. 
For further information, contact June Anderson at (415) 750-7164. 


Saturday, October 25; 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Goethe Room) 
Cost: $50 per person (Pre-registration essential) 


Mehndi: Henna Body Painting 


September 6 % Henna body art has been practiced for thousands of years 
throughout Northern Africa, the Middle East and South Asia. Kavita Goyal 


demonstrates traditional Mehndi motifs from East Indian weddings 
and rituals. 


Music and Dance from Chile 


September 13 W The group Sueno 
Americano, will play music from Chile and 
dance various representations of the cueca 
— a flirtatious courtship dance. 
The musical repertoire explores a 
combination of indigenous as well as European styles. 


Stained Glass 


September 20 \’ Carl Powell has been working with 
glass as an art medium for the past 25 years. In addition 
to a slide presentation, Powell will demonstrate basic 


show samples of hand-beveled glass, and discuss how 
his own art has evolved. 


Zapotec Weaving 


September 27 \’ Born in the Valley of Oaxaca, Mexico, 
Zenon and Rita Angeles will demonstrate the skills of Zapotec 
weaving. They will also comment upon the significance of regional 
designs, and how they reflect the social and political organization of 
the Zapotec Indians. 


Explore cultural traditions from around the world in these one-hour presentations held 
Saturdays at 1 p.m. in the auditorium. Free after general admission. Call (415) 750-7165 for 
more information. 


traditional methods used in contemporary interpretations, 


ASTRONOMY LECTURE 
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A Star is Born 


One of the most basic questions 
in astronomy concerns the origin 
of the Solar System, including the 
Earth and the Sun. Scientists are 
making the first direct observations 
of other solar systems in formation 
and discovering that the process of 
star formation leads naturally to the 
conditions under which planets can 
form. We are now able to see 
Dr Gibor Basti played out before us the actual 
phenomena which must have 
taken place at the beginning of our own system. 

Dr. Gibor Basri, professor at the University of 
California at Berkeley, will relate the modern tale of star 
formation, illustrated with beautiful images of starbirth 
taking place in our Galactic neighborhood. He will explain 
how the persuasive presence of “spin” in the Universe 
leads to the formation of disks around forming stars, and 
the subsequent development of less massive objects like 
brown dwarfs and planets at the same time. Please use 
the order form for tickets, or call (415) 750-7141 for 
more information. 


September 23 — 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets: $3 each 


Stellar Lifetimes 


Understanding the structure and evolution of stars 
has been one of the focal points of astronomy and 
astrophysics research for the past three decades. This is 
one of the best understood areas in astronomy, and some 
remarkable facts have come to light. One of these is that 
many of the chemical elements in the Solar System, Earth 
and our bodies have been synthesized in stars. A second 
is that there is a limit to the age of stars in the Galaxy. 
Dr. Michael Bolte is a member of the faculty at the 
University of California, Santa Cruz. In his talk, he will 
discuss how stars are observed and modelled, the details 
of stellar “alchemy”, and the processes by which newly 
minted elements are redistributed into the interstellar 
medium. The methods by which the ages of stars are 
estimated will also be presented, and the age of the 
Galaxy discussed. 


October 21 — 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets: $3 each 


The Benjamin Dean Lecture series through December has a general theme 
of stellar evolution. Continuing speakers will be Dr. Bruce Balick (11/11) 
on the end of normal stars and Dr. Alex Filippenko (12/16) on the end 

of massive stars. 


SEPTEMBER 


ORDER FORM 


CALL FOR NEW DOCENTS 


Academy Docents provide a direct link with school groups 


and other visitors through guided tours of the exhibit halls. 


For the first time since 1989, training specific to the Hall 
of Life Through Time is being planned. A limited number 
of spaces will be available to those entering the program 
for the first time. 

Candidates should have a solid grounding in the 
life sciences and be able to demonstrate proficiency 
in Evolutionary Biology. Those with bilingual skills in 
English/Chinese will be given special consideration. 
The course will meet on Mondays beginning in October 
for about 14 weeks, with a choice of morning or 
evening sessions. 

To learn how you can be a nart of this program, 
please call the docent office at (415) 750-7155 for 
information and an application. 


—, 
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“Do You Mean that The Academy 
Will Send Us Four Income Checks 
Every Year?” 


Charlotte Fiorito 


Yes! when you make a life income gift to the California 
Academy of Sciences, you and/or someone you love will 
receive quarterly income payments every year for life. 
And the payments that you receive may be more than 

the income you were previously earning. 

In addition, a life income gift provides you with a 
charitable income tax deduction and permits you to avoid 
capital gains tax. Most importantly, you will be making a 
very important future gift to an organization that’s been 
important to you for years — the California Academy 
of Sciences. 

If you are at least 55 years old and would like to learn 
more about gifts which provide you with income, please 
telephone (415) 750-7216 and ask for life income gift 
information, or use the order form above. 


€ are pleased to acknowledge the 
Gonors listed below (or their 
contributions to the Spring Special Gifts 
campaign. These contributions, above membership 
fees, support Academy research and education 
programs such as the opening of Kids Space, an 
interactive learning center for children under 6 years 
of age, and our popular exhibit Dinosaur Adventure. 
Many thanks to all for making this special 


commitment to the Academy’s efforts to explore and 


explain the natural world. 
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